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of political philosophy. It would exhibit the elements of Ameri- 
can prosperity, and the blessings of a free government, in a most 
impressive light. We really hope that the din of party conflict 
will not make our countrymen turn a deaf ear to a scheme of 
such immense practical utility, even though it has nothing to do 
with putting down the Bank, or putting up Mr. Van Buren. 
There are things besides party politics, which Congress and the 
country may constitutionally support ; and it is not very extrava- 
gant to say, that a work so useful to every American citizen, 
and so honorable to the government of the United States, as that 
proposed by Dr. Lieber would be, belongs to that number. 



4. — Antiquitates Americanw ; or a Collection of the Accounts 
extant in Ancient Icelandic, and other Scandinavian 
Manuscripts, relative to Voyages of Discovery to North 
America. Copenhagen. 1835. 

A very important work is about to be published at Copenha- 
gen, under the superintendence of the Royal Society of Northern 
Antiquaries. It is no less than a collection of Icelandic docu- 
ments, consisting of ancient Sagas, and selections from geo- 
graphical works, concerning the early voyages of the Northmen 
to North America. These are accompanied by Latin and Dan- 
ish versions, and with Latin notes and disquisitions respecting 
their first landing-places and settlements on the American con- 
tinent. It is said that these documents " comprise testimony, 
the most authentic and irrefragable, to the fact, that North 
America was actually discovered by the Northmen towards the 
close of the tenth century, visited by them repeatedly during the 
eleventh and twelfth (some of them even settling there as col- 
onists), rediscovered towards the close of the thirteenth, and 
again repeatedly resorted to in the course of the fourteenth ; 
and that the Christian Religion was established there, not only 
among the Scandinavian emigrants, but in all probability, like- 
wise, among other tribes, previously, or, at all events, then seated 
in those regions." 

The Society also propose publishing a similar but more exten- 
sive collection on the British and Irish Antiquities. A list of 
the principal works included in this collection is given in the 
prospectus. They will undoubtedly furnish important illustration 
of the early history of the British Isles. We hope measures will 
be taken to secure copies of both these works for our public 
libraries, and particularly for the library of Harvard University. 
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